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Gianaris: We are not losers, redistricting is not over

by Jimmy Vielkind

March 20, 2012

Some tough assessments of New York’s Senate Democrats dot the news this weekend: I call Cuomo’s affirmation of Republican-drawn Senate districts is a major blow for them, Ken Lovett noted the Dems, by opposing the deal, are taking a shot at the governor and Fred Dicker published this blistering anonymous quote showing Team Cuomo’s attitudes toward the Dems: “If the Senate Democrats had impressive credentials and serious leadership, if they genuinely stood for real reform and had high principles, I think the governor would have taken a different approach.”

Sen. Mike Gianaris put on a brave spin. The Queens Democrat, a freshman whose profile has risen as the Democrats’ most-plausibly-credible front man on the redistricting issue, notes an ongoing legal challenge to the lines.

“I think it’s one step in a long process. We’re in court, and this whole process may have to repeat itself if we win the lawsuit over the 63rd seat. People shouldn’t take these lines to the bank just yet,” he said.

There is some upside. Labor unions are no doubt pleased with the Democrats’ decision to walk out of the chamber rather than voting to reduce pension benefits for new public workers. And New York is still a Democratic state, as Gianaris says: “We believe even with these maps, if they should hold, that we’re still gaining two to three seats. Minimum.”

And here’s his assessment on last week in Albany: “There was a dirty deal done last night the likes of which I haven’t seen in my years in the legislature. There were a half dozen issues thrown together, votes called within minutes of 80-page bills being printed, balloting in the middle of the night. Everything people have complained about Albany for so many years happened last night. There was dirty dealing going on yesterday.”
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